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News and Notes 


MILLTOWN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A. E. Neve—Pastor. At the recent 
annual meeting the congregation, by an 
almost unanimous vote, voted to adopt 
final plans for the construction of a 
new Parish Hall. The plans drawn by 
the architect, J. V. Vanderbilt of Min- 
neapolis, and approved and presented 
by the building committee to the con- 
gregation, call for a building 63 ft. by 
33 ft. outside dimensions. The building 
is to be a two story building above 
grade and will be built parallel with 
the present church on the lot next to 
the church. The Parish Hall will be 
connected to the side entrance of the 
present church by a breezeway. The 
plans call for a Pastor’s Study, a 
Workroom for mimeographing and rec- 
ords and supplies, 8 classrooms, a 
kindergarten room and a ladies rest 
room on the first floor. The second 
floor plan provides for 5 classrcoms, 
a Youth Room, a small Kitcheneite and 
a men’s rest room. Originally we had 
planned to break ground this fall, but 
inclement weather made it necessary 
to postpone the start of actual con- 
struction until early next spring. 

The pastor’s report to the annual 
meeting showed a gain of 68 members 
this past year. The membership of the 
congregation now numbers 580 bap- 
tized of which 327 are confirmed and 
292 are communicant members. The 
Sunday school report showed a Sun- 
day school enrollment of 220 children. 
The trying problem of congestion and 
lack of space makes our parish hall a 
real necessity. The financial report of 
the congregation showed that a total 
of $23,000.00 was contributed to all 
causes of the church this past year. 
The pastor was voted a $300.00 in- 
crease in salary for this coming year. 

This fall our Youth Choir was in- 
vited to participate in the Annual pre- 
sentation of Handel’s MESSIAH by 
the 1000 voice chorus and Minneapolis 
Symphony in the Minneapolis Audi- 
torium the first Sunday in Advent. 22 
members of the Youth Choir have been 
traveling to (Central Lutheran Church 
regularly every other Monday night 
for Messiah practice under the direc- 
tion of Prof. Noble of Luther College. 
It has been a thrilling spiritual and 
musical experience for the young peo- 
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rle and has been a real stimulus to our 
whole Luther League program. More 
than half of our Luther League are 
members of Gur Youth Choir. 

Recently some of the singers from 
your Youth Choir were featured in a 
picture and advance write up of the 
Messiah Concert in Sunday Edition of 
she Minneapolis Sitar Journal, 


Augustana and U.L.C.A. to invite 
ether Lutheran Bodies ror 
Unity talks 

Dr. Oscar A. Benson, president of the 
Augustana Lutheran Church, has an- 
nounced that twenty-one representa- 
tives of the United Lutheran Church 
and the Augustana Lutheran Church 
will meet at Chicago, Ill., Dec. 16, to 
draft an invitation to the other 14 Lu- 
theran church bodies in America to 
meet with them and explore the pos- 
sibility of a merger. 

The December meeting is the out- 
growth of an invitation by Dr. Frank- 
lin Clark Fry, president of the U.L.C.A., 
last March in which he invited the 
Augustana Lutheran Church through 
its 13-man commission on Ecumenical 
Relations to meet with the 8-man 
ULCA Special Commission on Rela- 
tions to the American Lutheran Church 
Bodies and enter into conversations 
looking toward organic union with the 
provisions that such conversations be 
open to any and all 16 American Lu- 
theran Church bodies. 

The Augustana Lutheran Church, at 
its annual synod last June, voted to ac- 
cept the invitation from ULCA and 
authorized its Commission of Ecumeni- 
eal Relations to arrange for such a 
meeting. ; 

Dr. Fry and Dr. Benson will prepare 
the agenda for the December meeting 
at which time the invitations will be 
issued, and plans will be made for a 
meeting of all interested Lutheran 
Church bodies which probably will 
be held early in 1956. 

Invitations at the December meet- 
ing will be sent to all Lutheran bodies 
in America including the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, The American Lu- 
theran Church, The Lutheran Free 
Church, and the United Evangelical 
Lutheran Church who are now’ en- 
gaged in a four way merger plan. 
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Augustana and ULCA have 1 
been closely allied in their interel 
particularly in the field of ecumen} 
relations. Both are active members} 
the Lutheran World Federation, | 
World Council of Churches, the I) 
tional Council of Churches and j 
National Lutheran Council. } 
This invitation must not be confus 
with the present unity negotiatid 
which are in progress and ready to}, 
presented to three other Luthelj 
church bodies including our synod |, 
1956. . y 
| 

NOTICE \ 

The Pacific District Luther Leag) 
Convention is being held November |, 
26 and 27 at Ebenezer Luther 
Church, Reedley, California. The ed 
vention is being sponsored by Ehbe 
ezer Lutheran Church of Reedley 2 


Pella Lutheran Church of Del Rey } 


C. I. Lund, Pastouh 


| 
~H] 
i 
aid 

| 


Redvers, Sask., Can. A Bible ca 
was held August 14-21 with a good # 
tendance of young people. The past) 
the Rev. Im. Johansen and Rev. A. | 
Skanderup were instructors. | 


DANSK NYTAAR 1956 


I have just paged through with gre 
interest a fresh attractive copy | 
DANSK NYTAAR 1956, an annual th 
proved enormously popular amot 
Danish-speaking people during the rl 
of two previous issues. The currey 
number is a worthy successor. Son 
features of past issues have been omij 
ted, but one fine attraction that h 
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one dollar, postage paid free anywher 
Cosmopolitanism seems to be a fi 
ting keynote here. There are a variet 


of articles telling of Danes on foreig 
shores, of the colonies they have estal 
lished, of the cultural mores that ha’ : 
adhered, of Danish flavor sensed evé 
in the accoutrements of the new environ 
ment. We visit Serampore, a forme 
Danish settlement in India:We go bae 
half a century to discover the begiy 
nings of Solvang, the quaint Californ 
town patterned on a Danish landscap 
There is a picture of the Danish chure 
(the article is by Ejnar Farstrup, pai 
tor), and we note how the typicé 
(Continued on page 15) 
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itorials and Comments 


DON’T LET YOUR PASTOR DOWN 
A Word to Lay People About Their Pastor 


jis past summer we have had a number of conversa- 
with pastors of several synods. We have talked with 
young and older pastors. We have talked with pas- 
jwho are very nervous about their work. They trust 
ipd, but the daily grind is too hard on them. Last year 
llso had several conversations with a Danish bishop, 
een to be a pastor to his pastors, about the same 
em. 


2 discovered that many pastors need a friend. So 
+ words are addressed especially to church members. 
nope we may be able to help the church members 
ms we help them, help the pastors. 


urch members should first of all recognize the at- 
fe a pastor has to his people. He is called to serve 
with the gospel. They need that gospel for their 
tion and for their growth in grace. He is always 
erned about them. Whether they are good members 
ot, whether they like him or not, he is concerned 
tt them. He is to serve them. He is their pastor, 
ther, shepherd, guide, counsellor. He is also the 
fr in the congregation, not dictator, but leader. 


fr pastor comes to his people trusting them. He 
rs their weaknesses, but he trusts them. In this trust 
not unaware of the frailty of human nature. He is 
to see the weaknesses in his individual members. 
may give them grave.concern, and it may cause 
ito take certain actions that one or more members 
mot 1 ke. But he is bound to do this, because he is 
nd to God. 


sere is another side to the pastor’s life. He is God's 
int in the congregation. A member may turn against 
mastor. But he must accept this and continue his 
., because he is responsible to God first and not to 
an. He is also responsible for the man who is 
t him. 
pe pastor is a lonely man. He is friendly with people, 
se is very much alone in the midst of his people. He 
ot ke too intimate with any of them. He carries a con- 
burden. It is a burden. for the spiritual welfare of 
meople. It is a burden about the life and growth of 
‘ongregation. If he meets with lukewarmness, or 
sism, he cannot do anyth'ng about it, except go on 
his work in the name of Christ. He will look into 
rwn heart, he will pray and study and visit, but he 
mly trust in God and in the Spirit of God, that that 
will lead him to say and do the right thing, and 
tthe same Spirit will also work in the hearts of his 
le. 
the people are critical of him and turn against him, 
toes not get provoked at them. He feels sorry for 
. He is there to serve them with the gosrel of Christ 
ve their souls whether they like him or not. There 
always be some of the Spirit of Jesus Christ in the 
: of the pastor; Jesus prayed for the enemies that 
ified him and said, “Father forgive them, they know 
what they do.” Members that take a very critical at- 
to their pastor should know that every good pas- 
. praying for them, and that he prays more for such 
bers than for those who accept him gladly. 
ime one will-say that this is a difficult task. And it 
inly. is. No one is able to be a good pastor without 
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the grace of God. If he is to depend on his own strength 
he will soon fail. 


But it is natural that this burden of a pastor should 
place a great nervous strain on him. He thinks of pleas- 
ing God, and he also thinks of winning his people. This 
may lead him into much inner conflict. Much melancholy 
and much frustration and many nervous breakdowns 
are found right here. 


If any one needs a friend it is the lonely pastor. So lay 
people, yray for your pastor and talk well of him. Read 
Luther’s explanation to the eighth Commandment and 
put the best construction on everything that the pastor 
does. Believe in him in his guidance and leadership. Do 
not let him down. 

Our age is success-minded. It wants to see results. A 
salesman is sent out to sell a certain product. It may be a 
good product, but it takes time to convince people that 
the product is good. The company may then lose patience 
and fire him. The Bible does not speak of the Kingdom 
of God that way. It does not speak of success, but it 
speaks of faithfulness. The pastor must be faithful to his 
commission and his message, no matter whether peor le 
like it or not. 


Here is a pastor who goes about his work. The un- 
churched people may not always be convinced. It makes 
the pastor sorry, but they were not convinced because 
Jesus spoke, and we cannot expect that his servants will 
find open doors. 

But when his members are critical, those that he 
should depend on for the furtherance o° the Kingdom, 
then he feels let down. He may feel lke giving up, or he 
gets into a nervous tension. We bel'eve that younger pas- 
tors have much difficulty here. Older and experienced 
pastors have suffered so many disappointments in life, 
that they know human nature. But many a pastor who 
honestly tries to do his best, and who is open and above 
board, cannot understand that “good” church members 
do not supyort him. Members of the church can do much 
to help the pastor. They can first of all try to understand 
him and his work. If they honestly do this, they will 
pray for him. That will help the pastor and it will change 
the hearts of the members. 

If anything is wrong and if things do not always go as 
smoothly in the congregation as you may want it to, it is 
good for the members to kegin to look into their own 
hearts. As a rule it is not the pastor that is at fault but 
the members. Here you have men or women who have 
heard the Word of God for decades, but they are not 
truly sanctified Christians. They never really work to 
bring others into the church, and they are always ready 
to join in criticism of the pastor and blame h’m for 
anything and everything. If there is something wrong a- 
mong the people, it is easy to blame the yastor. 

This may give the pastor many sleepless n‘ghts and 
much agony. It will make h'm tense. Why will these peo- 
ple do this? He cannot understand it. 

The members must always try to be on the side of 
God in their attitude to the pastor. They can easily get 
on the side of the devil when they critic’ze h'm instead 
of praying for him. In the wrong attitude of heart and 
mind they cannot hear the Word of God as they should 
hear it. Their souls are not fed. 

Suprose a member takes a wrong attitude a whole 
year. During this one year he closes h's heart to the work 
of the Spirit of God, and during such a year he may 
well die spiritualiy himself. 

A member thus sins against God. against himself and 
against his pastor at the same t'me. 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Father, We Thank Thee--or Do We? | 


By Irene L. Pallesen 


Another year has rolled around and we stand again 
at the threshold of Thanksgiving. Another good harvest 
is stored away and we are beginning to settle down for 
the winter ahead. 


I wonder how God feels as He looks over us here in 
the United States. I can’t help but feel that He looks 
over all that He has given throughout our land in 1955 
and we hear again His words in Genesis 1:31, “And 
God saw everything that He had made, and, behold, 
it was very good.” 


As He sits above and watches and listens, I wonder 
how often His heart is gladdened and how often sadden- 
ed by the ways and thoughts of men. How often did He 
hear prayers of thanks for- rain, for sunshine, for rich 
soil, for frost withheld until the crops could mature? 
How often instead did He hear complaining because the 
rain was not forthcoming to give a bumper crop which 
too many have come to expect: How often did He hear 
lamenting that the crop was sure to fail? His heart 
must ache as He is completely left out and we hear, 
“O thou of little faith.” 


From my windows I look out upon flower gardens. 
Piles of dead stalks meet the eye. Blackened stems 
stand where once bloomed beauty. Just a few weeks ago 
these stalks were filled with a riot of color as late fall 
rains brought new life to plants. There were plenty of 
flowers to beautify the interior of our homes as well as 
to enjoy out of doors. Yet I wonder how many who en- 
joyed all this beauty ever once looked upward to God 
and with radiant eyes said, “Thank you, God, for adding 
this glory to our lives.” 


Our home is prepared for the long winter ahead. Storm 
windows are in place and our tank is filled with heat 
giving oil .. . heat which can be obtained by the mere 
flicking of a thermostat. My cozy home has made me 
think of homes in other Jands not so blessed as ours. Lands 
where the only homes some families still know are 
large warehouses where many families live together with 
little or no privacy, lands where caves in the hills are 
all that are available to people driven out of their homes 
by conquest, lands where wars have destroyed all homes 
and people wander about and lay their heads wherever 
there is space—often right in the streets. Then I’m 
ashamed that I do not more often thank God for our well 
furnished, well constructed, and well heated home. 


Timmy is in first grade now. Each day he skips mer- 
rilv to school where he is launching an education that 
will fit him for life and for a livelihood. He soes to a 
public school paid for by public taxes. It is well eauinr- 
ped and well staffed. In it he will learn how to live in 
a democracy where he will be free to think, speak. and 
act as befits a citizen of a form of government such as 
ours. There will be no coercion in thought or act, no 
indoctrination to a set plan or idea. How fortunate we 
are to have such schools! How thankful we should all 
be to God for blessing us so richly! 


Each school day I glance at our indoor-outdoor th) 
mometer to know how to dress Tim for school. Thi 
are warm clothes for cold days, lighter jackets for wa} 
er ones, overshoes and mittens to protect on ex) 
cold or stormy days. Our children have everything} 
keep them comfortable and well. Sometimes when I / 
pictures from other lands I am ashamed. Little boc) 
clothed in rags—bare skin through the rags where 
is no underwear, feet with no shoes, let alone overshd 
Little feet bleed as they trudge through snowy stre 
ever hoping someone will help. There isn’t a mother 
check a thermometer. Often a bombing took her awh 
Maybe she was sent to a far-off camp. Think of | 
concern for her child if she is still alive. There’s + 
picture of the little Korean boy receiving a pair of shi 
from far away. What joy shines from his eyes—joy 01 
a pair of shoes that one of our children could no lonj 
wear! Sut it makes us think. When I read the literaty 
sent out to us this year about the Thanksgiving cloth} 
appeal, I realized that we can help by sharing that wh} 
is outgrown—no longer of use to us. How many of} 
bothered to search our closets when this appeal can} 
How else can we show these people the way of Chri 
“T was naked and ye clothed me.” | 

Soon we will be thinking of our Thanksgiving di 
What a bounteous feast it will be. Larders in the Uni 
States are well stocked. No doubt many of us will ¢ 
much more than we need to sustain our bodies. Gl 
will be talk of dieting afterward. Some good food ¥ 
be thrown out—plates too full to be emptied. How mai 
will pause this year to think of stomachs around 
world that would appreciate even the wastes of a 
Thanksgiving table? Stomachs that are never adequa 
ly filled. Faces and bodies that show the agonies a 
results of starvation. How many of us will pause 
day in the excitement and fun to thank God for # 
ample daily bread? So many forget even that in our b 
modern world. How many will decide this year to gi 
of their hoard of plenty so that some little child so 
where may fill his empty stomach? Who will rememhk 
so to do as he thinks of the words of Jesus, “For I w 
hungered and ye gave me meat.” “Inasmuch as ye ha 
done it unto the least of these my brethren, ye 
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done it unto me.” Matthew 25:35-40. 

Thanksgiving Day we will sit in our beautiful hous 
of worship. Our land is dotted with temples of worsh 
where we are free to commune with our God as 4 
please. There is no one in our land too far from sof 
temple of worship. Yet it seems sad to note the diff 
ence between the population of our land and the po 
lation of our churches. Why is it so? How long m 
God be patient and wait for us to remember Him fr 
Whom all good things come? Will you be among th 
in His temple this year thanking Him for crops and 
beauty of the earth, for food and clothing for our bo 
for free institutions of learning and worship, and 
of all for the great love that He bestows upon us? 


DRTS RELIGION DIVIDING 
OF PROTESTANT FAMILIES 


iveland—Religion is dividing rath- 
ics uniting one out of every five 
pestant”’ families, a Chicago church 
“al reported here. 

eenty per cent of the families 
in a four-city Midwest survey of 
rongregations were split by dif- 
religious ties, according to the 
Dr. Richard E. Lentz. 

Lentz, executive director of the 
vy life department, National Coun- 
| Churches, gave the report to the 
inal Conference on the Churches 
social Welfare. 

| survey covered churches of 24 
inations with a total membership 


, Mich.; Madison, Wis.; and Ce- 
Rapids, Iowa. 

(0 typical patterns of split religi- 
ife occurred, Mr. Lentz said: 
Families where the father and 
r attended different churches. 
Mamilies where the mother was a 
*ul church member but the father 
med no church. 

me families were found with loyal- 
livided between Christianity and 
ism, Mohammedanism and Ba- 
, he said. 

Lentz warned that “split families 
fincrease because of the growing 
per of “mixed” marriages. 

rany congregations participating in 
ttudy did not know the high pro- 
ion of split families under their 
until after the survey was made,” 
id. 

suggested that churches offer 
flexible, realistic” programs to 
meet the needs of such families. 
my of the churches studied had 
vams geared solely to the “typical” 
-ican family united in religion and 
Mete with father, mother and chil- 
all living together, Dr. Lentz said. 
milies with divided loyalties hurt 
churches through inadequate at- 
ince, poor financial support, and 
nome preparation for participation 
lligious life, he said. 


Protestants Responsible for 
vonement of Religious Liberty 
ings. 
tshington, D. ‘C.—A Lutheran of- 
here indicated that Protestants 
responsible for a Senate Judici- 
5ubcommittee’s postponement of a 
>s scheduled hearings on freedom 
veligion and relations between 
rh and State. 
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Dr. Robert E. Van Deusen, Washing- 
ton secretary of the National Lutheran 
Council, said Protestant leaders had 
had pointed out to the legisla- 
tors that they were treading on highly 
controversial ground. He said they 
warned that a brief week of hearings 
would not be enough to cover ade- 
quately the basic problems raised in a 
questionnaire sent by the subcommit- 
tee to selected church leaders. 

The Lutheran official added that the 
varizty of convictions held by the vari- 
ous Protestant Churches would make 
it necessary to hear representatives of 
many groups. 

He said Protestant leaders predicted 
that the whole subject would be sen- 
sationalized by the press, “rather than 
receiving the sober study and judge- 
ment which it deserves.” 

“The subcommittee staff,’ he con- 
tinued, “has apparently concluded that 
the wide difference in viewpoint be- 
tween Roman Catholic and Protestant 
leaders makes the subject of Church- 
State relationships too hot to handle 
in public hearings.” 

Dr. Van Deusen made these com- 
ments in a Washington memorandum 
sent to editors of Lutheran publica- 
tions, leaders of church bodies associ- 
ated with the National Lutheran Coun- 
cil and staff members of the N.L.C. 


The hearings were originally sched- 
uled to begin on Oct. 3. 


WARNING AGAINST INCREASED 
INFLUENCE OF THE STATE 


The chairman of the Joint Council 
for Work among Children, Rev. Haldor 
Hald, has written an article in the 
daily “Dagens Nyheder’ containing a 
serious warning against the increased 
influence of the State in child welfare 
institutions; he feels that this tend- 
ency may well lead to former private 
institutions being taken over by the 
State. 


The initiative for opening children’s 
homes in the last 100 years has almost 
entirely come from private circles, and 
the financial sacrifices necessary for 
the establishment and the annual ex- 
penses of the institutions were general- 
ly borne by people who belonged to 
Christian congregations. Only in the 
last few decades have the public au- 
thorities entered into the picture 
through large subsidies for the running 
of private institutions and by the es- 
tablishment of new State or municipal 
homes. Now only 5% of the expenses 


of private institutions are raised by 
private contributions, while the rest is 
paid by State and municipality, and in 
view of this a committee appointed by 
the Ministry of Social Affairs has sug- 
gested that the public administrative 
bodies should have more influence up- 
on the homes than they have at pres- 
ent. But this view has raised protests 
in many quarters similar to that of 
Rev. Haldor Hald, pointing out that 
it makes a difference whether child 
welfare is directed from one ministerial 
department, or it is based on a wide 
group of interested people who feel a 
share of responsibility in what is hap- 
pening. Nor is it unimportant, says 
the pastor, in what spirit the children 
are brought up. And when many of the 
homes have been built and carried on 
for many years by contributions from 
a congregation, this heritage imposes 
an obligation. 

The private child welfare movement 
feels that the proposal is a vote of cen- 
sure and an indication of a develop- 
ment of which it cannot approve. The 
State is like the young cuckoo busily 
employed in ousting the original in- 
habitants of the nest... 


Dean C. Skovgaard-Petersen Dies 

The former Dean of Roskilde Ca- 
thedral C. Skovgaard-Petersen, who 
wes well-know outside Denmark, 
especially because of his books on 
popular theology, has died at the age of 
88. 


Danish Church Delegation to Soviet 

About the middle of November a 
delegation from the Danish Lutheran 
National Church will leave for the 
Soviet Union in consequence of an in- 
vitation from the Synod of the Ortho- 
dox Church. The visit in the Soviet 
Union will probably last for three 
weeks. 

The delegation will consist of four 
members, Bishop H. Fuglsang-Dam- 
gaard, D.D., Copenhagen, who is a 
member of the Central Committee of 
the World Council of Churches. Bish- 
op Erik Jensen, Aalborg, Dean Alf 
Johansen, Salling, who visited the 
Soviet some years ago and who speaks 
Russian, and the rector of Mster Eges- 
borg Rev. Johs. Langhoff. 

This invitation from the Russian 
Church is the first that has been ex- 
tended to a Scandinavian Church. 


IS NURSING GRADUALLY 
LOSING ITS SOUL? 

About 200 Swedish doctors, nurses, 
and pastors were assembled at a con- 
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ference on Gotland arranged by the 
Home Mission Board in co-operation 
with the Christian Association cf Doc- 
tors and Medical Students, and the 
Swedish Nurses’ Association. The motto 
of the conference was “Ts Nursing 
Gradually Losing its Soul?”, and this 
subject was discussed from various 
viewpoints in lectures and discussion 
groups. 

The conference passed a resolution 
emphasizing the great value of the 
Christian view of life to nursing. The 
resclution also stresses the following 
urgent demands: that every hospital 
have a special room for private devo- 
tions and services, that more scope be 
given for spiritual guidance in nursing, 
primarily through the establishment of 
full time spiritual guides in all the 
large hospitals, that all nursing per- 
sonnel be given courses in the psy- 
chology of the sick, and that the at- 
mosphere in waiting rooms and poly- 
clinics be made more friendly and per- 
sonal, 


Reports Mormon Tithe 
Payments at Record High 

Salt Lake City, Utah—Membership 
in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints has increased about 73,500 
in the past year and tithe payments by 
members in 1954 reached an all-time 
high. 

The report was given by L. D. S. 
President David O. McKay as he open- 
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ed the Church’s 126th semi-annual con- 
ference here. 

Mr. McKay said tithing payments so 
far in 1955 were 10 per cent over the 
corresponding 1954 period. 

He did not list total membership, 
which is reported at the Church’s April 
conferences, but presented the 173,500 
figure in enumerating evidences of 
L.D.S. growth since October, 1954. 
At the April conference, it was an- 
nounced that the Church had 1,392,240 
members, as of Dec. 31, 1954. 


Church Giving Continues to Rise 

U.S. Protestants are continuing to 
give mere to their churches than ever 
before, an all-time high of over 
$1,600,000,000 in 1954, it was announced 
today by the National Council of 
‘Churches. 

Contributions reported by 47 Protes- 
tant and 2 Eastern Orthodox bodies 
with a combined U.S. membership of 
more than 34,000,000 totalled $1.687,- 
921,729—a jump of $145,000,000 over 
the previous year. The per capita fig- 
ure is $48.95. Most denominations re- 
ported for fiscal year 1954. 

The great bulk of contributions was 
earmarked for local congregational ex- 
penses—a total of $1,353,553,35@ report- 
ed by 48 bodies as compared with $1,- 
233,766,530 reported by 47 bodies for 
the preceeding year. These funds went 
to pay for ministers’ salaries, church 
maintenance and repairs, fuel, lighting 


At the annual convention in June, 
the Board of Education of the UELC 
informed the church that it was sug- 
gesting that Trinity Seminary should 
be relocated on the campus of one of 
the seminaries which belong to the 
church bodies that are contemplating 
merger. It suggested the possibility of 
such a-move in the fall of 1956. The 
convention expressed itself by con- 
curring in such a proposal and asked 
the Board of Education to appear be- 
fore the 1956 convention with definite 
resolutions. 

The Board of Education met in Oc- 
tober and reviewed developments and 
considered various reactions that have 
been expressed relative to the proposi- 
tion to relocate our seminary. The 
Board of Education reiterated its belief 
that Trinity Seminary should be re- 
located. But before it pursues further 
conversations with other seminaries 
with the view of relocation.on a given 
campus, the Board of Education should 
seek out the possibility of relocating 


T e @ S e@ 

rinity Seminary 
By Alvin M. Petersen, Chairman 
Board of Education of the U.E.L.C. 


Trinity Seminary in a new territory 
where it might become the nucleus 
for a new seminary, which could then 
serve the “new” church. The Board 
also favored that no action should be 
taken by our synod which would af- 
fect the school year 1956-1957. 

The Board of Education made these 
recommendations to the Board of 
Trustees of ana College and Trinity 
Seminary on October 20. The Board of 
Trustees of Dana College and Trinity 
and submitted them to a joint session 
of the Board of Trustees and the 
Church Council of the United Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church. At this joint 
meeting the following resolution was 
adopted: That the Board of Education 
of U.E.L.C. is asked to make further 
explorations relative to the future of 
Trinity Seminary and to bring its find- 
ings and resolutions to the joint session 
of the Board of Trustees and Church 
Council at a spring meeting (1956) for 
consideration. 

The chairman of the Board of Edu- 
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and similar expenses and coe 
provements.  — 

Ejighteen of the 48 church bodies | 
ported more than 31 per cent of | 
their congregational expenses had g 
into new building programs, reflecti 
the unprecedented national church ce 
struction boom. 

Significant gains were also shownil 
benevolence giving. Contributions 
church-sponsored home and _ forey 
mission programs, overseas relief, 
phanages, homes for the aged and hi 
pitals amounted to $334,368,371—an 4 
crease of more than $25,000,000 oy 
the 1953 figures. 

Highest per member giving was 


- corded by the Wesleyan Method 


Church with contributions of $176. 
Largest total giving was re orted 
the Methodist Church whose 9,202,7 
members gave $345,416,448—up $3 
900,000 from last year’s previcus 
time high. | 
| 


Church Doors to Stay Red 
Until Mortgage Is Paid | 

Culver, Ind.—“We’re in the red!” € 
plained the Rev. Joseph Lenk, Past 
of the new St. Mary’s of the Lake © 
‘tholic church here when ask2d abe 
the red front doors. q 

“Until the mortgage is paid, © 
doors will remind church-goers 
their obligation. After the last payrr 
is made the doors will be paint 
green.” i 


| 


“| 


cation will meet with the chairman 
the Boards of Higher Education of # 
ELC, ALC, and LFC to ascertain th 
thinking on the possibility of such 
move; namely, to relocate Trinity in 
new area. On the basis of these col 
versations, the Board of Education w 
make its recommendations to the joi 
session of the Board of Trustees ar 
the Church Council in April. 
recommendations of the April meetin 
will be brought to the convention 
Synod in June, 1956. . 

i 


In the meantime, the Board of Edt 
cation solicits the thinking and tt 
prayers of pastors and congregatior 
of the UELC. We invite free discussi¢ 
of this vital issue, for we seek to kno 
the desire of the constituency of o} 
synod. x 


Our seminary is the heart of o1 
thurch. It is well staffed with con 
petent professors. In the “new” chur 
we would like to have it make — 
maximum contribution. . 
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The Christian Religion Has a Song 


| The Hymn and History 
By Justa Lee Allen 


e two great hymn writers who doubtlessly have in- 
ced history most were Martin Luther, in the six- 
h century, and Charles Wesley in the eighteenth 
ry. 
date the beginning of the Protestant Church from 
ime of Martin Luther. When Luther nailed his theses 
e door of the church of Wittenberg, Germany, on 
ber 31, 1517, he did something besides start a refor- 
on. He started a new Hymnody which was a power- 
n'luence in that reformation. Prior to Luther, the 
le of Germany had never had the Bible, Catechism or 
nbook written in language they could read. It was 
in Luther who gave them all three in their own 
lage so they could read for theraselves and telk di- 
y to God through the Word and song. Of the three, 
14ymnbook probably worked the greatest power, for 
ar’s new Hymncdy reached a message of joy and hope, 
0 the people. Luther wove the Gospel into his hymns, 
1 were gladly received and widely circulated. His 
is were sung in the homes, in the schools, and in the 
th, and became a constant spiritual strength in the 
ie’s hearts and lives. 
ther composed thirty-seven hymns. Today only one 
asidered a world-wide treasure: A Mighty Fortress 
ir God. But one need write only: one such great 
. to be forever remembered and honored in the 
ch. Few things can stir Protestants like the singing 
is hymn. It was written when the followers of Lu- 
; teachings were being suppressed by Rome. In 
trying times he felt he had only one helper—God. 
1ymn is based on the words in Psalm 46: “God is our 
e and strength.” It is called the Marseillaise of the 


Refermation, and the Battle Hymn of Protestantism. It 
has been the battle-cry in many a national crisis. 


Heine said of this hymn: “It was sung in the streets; 
it was sung by rfeople on their way into exile, and by 
martyrs at their death. It was twice used by Gustavus 
Adolphus as a battle hymn. It has been a part in count- 
less celebrations commemorating the men and events of 
the Reformation; and its first line is engraved on the base 
of Luther’s monument at Wittenberg. An imperishable 
hymn! Not polished and artistically wrought, but rugged 
and strong like Luther himself whose very words seem 
like deeds.” 


The hymns of Charles Wesley were the great power 
during the eighteenth-century Reformation. Great as 
John Wesley was as a preacher and organizer, Methodism 
could never have accomplished its vast work in “‘spread- 
ing scriptural holiness over the land” had not the mes- 
sage been embodied in the matchless hymns of his gifted 
poet-brother Charles, who was called: “The sweet and 
saintly singer of Methodism.” His hymns did much to 
spread the revival spirit, and they did more than any one 
thing to keep Methodism alive during its early days of 
trial. History states that the Wesley movement more than 
likely prevented a bloody revolution in England such as 
was experienced previously in France. 

Charles Wesley wrote six thousand hymns, and over 
one hundred of them are still in use. He wrote what is 
considered to be the greatest hymn ever written, to date: 
Jesus Lover Of My Seul. 

The great power-laden hymns of the Church have 
helped to share history. And they continue to do so. 


BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
WEST BRANCH, IOWA—60 YEARS OLD 


By Inga 


te day arrived, Oct. 23, 1955,” when Bethany Lu- 
n Church of West Branch, Iowa, celebrated the 
Anniversary of the foundation of this congregation. 
1895, 5 families comprised the membership, 29 souls, 
lich Mr. John Jensen, Mrs. Tina Jensen and Mrs. C. 
qristensen are the 3 living members to celebrate 
lay, and the ones who, perhaps, could relate the 
h of this congregation, its joys and sorrows, and its 
ples, as well as testify to the keeping power of God 
he saving power of its great Shepherd, the Lord 
Christ. 

- some of us whose privilege it has been to watch 
rogress of Bethany since its 50th year celebration 
that much work, much prayer and diligence has 
it the beautiful little church that it is, with its 
d glass windows of the Good Shepherd, the As- 
ng Christ and the scene of Gethsemene as the 3rd 
window. 

- altar with its beautiful statue of Christ with His 
y face looking lovingly down upon His children, 
ands reaching out in invitation to come, always 
encouragement and greater desire to follow Him. 
s beauty, however, does not compare with this, 


Larson 


that we can truly say God’s Word is preached in its truth 
and purity from the pulpit, and this is ample reason for 
giving thanks and celebrating our 60th year under God 
and with God. 

In the past 10 years remodeling has taken place. A 
Wurlitzer organ and new carpeting were added during 
Pastor Milton Petersen’s pastorate. 

Since then there has been a complete redecorating job 
done and new sound system installed. Also a complete 
set of paraments for the altar during the present pastor- 
ate. 

We are also happy for the splendid work of our robed 
choir and its able director, Mrs. Dolliver Thogersen. 
The Sr. choir numbers 21; the Jr. choir numbers 25. 

Our congregation numbers 170 confirmed members. 
Our Sunday school consists of about 80, and we have a 
60 to 65% attendance. 

We were indeed happy to have Dr. Hans Jersild and Rev. 
Aaron Christiansen with us for this three-day celebra- 
tion. 

Dr. Jersild preached the morning sermon. His topic 
was “Labor Which always Avails.” It was very inspiring 


(Continued on page 13) 
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THE PASTOR CALLS 


By Christian Justesen 


Pastor Williams looked at his schedule for the week. 
Thursday would be Thanksgiving Day. It meant another 
sermon besides his talks to the various organizations. He 
took out his appointment book and paged through the 
list of names on his call list. There he counted twenty- 
three. Twenty-three calls which should be made, for 
many of these were shut-ins and some were critically 
ill. Most of the names were people not on his member- 
ship list. Should he merely call on the members? He 
looked at the list again. If I could only visit them all 
before Thanksgiving! It is so hard to be sick and per- 
haps shut in and alone during the Holiday Season. 

After the noon lunch he took his book and started to 
find the people whose names had been given him. 

He knocked at a modest home and asked to see Mr. 
Johnson. He had never met Mr. Johnson. A friend had 
called the pastor and asked if he would make a call. 
Now Mr. Johnson was ill. He had been a marine during 
World War Two. He had moved here and there and had 
trouble in getting the work that he wanted. He had 
been attending the Assembly of God church, but had 
been swayed away by a Mormon missionary against the 
wishes of his wife. So he had gone gack to his former 
church and now he was frightened. The pastor told him 
he possessed a devil. He was beside himself to think he 
had a devil inside him. “Pastor,” said he, “Do I possess 
a devil? How can I get rid of him? You know I just 
watched T.V. Is it sin to watch T.V.? I am so disturbed 
because the pastor of my former church said he was 
coming to drive out the devil.” 

“Well, my friend,” said Pastor Williams, “Remember 
that Christ is stronger than the devil. If you resist the 
devil he will flee from you. If you decide to be a follow- 
er of Christ, if you believe that Jesus died for your 
sins, and if you want to serve Jesus, then you will 
overcome the devil.” It seemed to put Mr. Johnson quite 
at ease. Pastor Williams left and promised to see him 
again after the holiday. 

The Pastor came to another home. Another stranger. 
What would the trouble be here? He knew the husband 
was very ill. He had received this information from a 
neighbor. “Pastor Williams, you ought to visit Mr. 
Brighton. They don’t expect him to live.” Naturally 
the pastor put him on the “must visit” list. 

Mrs. Brighton welcomed Pastor Williams, took him 
to the sick room and offered him a chair by the bedside 
of her sick husband. She took her place on the other 
side of his bed. Pastor Williams realized that here was a 
sick man. He raised himself from his chair, leaned over 
the patient and said kindly, “Would you like to have 
me pray with you?” At that instant Mrs. Brighton 
jumped to her feet and said, “No, no, Pastor, he does 
not need any prayers. You see, my husband is a golden 
rule man. He has always lived by the golden rule.” Sick 


as the old man was, he looked at the pastor and 

“T respect you as a man. But I don’t want your religi¢ 
You stay on your side of the fence and I will stay 
mine. I have my way of thinking ae you have you} 
so there is nothing you can do for me.’ 

Mrs. Brighton was weeping heavily. She knew it : 
near the end, but she too agreed, “It was nice of | 
to look in, ae we don’t need any help. My husba i 
is a good man.’ 

That really took Rev. Williams apart. After biddi 
the old couple goodbye and hoping that they might g 
the need of receiving salvation from Christ, he left t 
room. 
As he went toward his car, his heart was heavy. Bd 
calls seemed rather fruitless. Should he try another? 
thought of going home, but he looked at his book a al 
found another name. 

The next name he had on the list was the name of | 
old woman who belonged to his church, but had not 4 
tended for many years because of ill health. He had vis, 
ed her before and knew the greeting he would recei} 
“Well, pastor, it is about time you came to see me. Y} 
haven’t been here for so long.” What could Pastor W 
liams say? It had been some time, but with the hundre 
of calls to make, it was impossible to come often. 

Mrs. Bridge now lived with her daughter in a beautif 
home nestled cozily on the lake shore in the fashional j 
part of the city. “She should be happy here,” thoug 
Pastor Williams as he approached the large, massif 
house with its spacious lawn covered with fallen leavé 
He rang the door bell and the daughter let him in a 
guided him to the living room before a huge pictu} 
window facing the blue lake. Mrs. Bridge had a comfo} 
able chair before the window. The pastor took a chi 
opposite her and as usual waited for the greeting. | 
came. “Pastor Williams, it’s about time you came 
round to visit me. It’s been a long time since you visit 
me.” Pastor Williams agreed that it was six weeks sin 
he had_been there but that he had had many, ma 
visits to make other places. Looking out of the windo 
the pastor turned to Mrs. Bridge and said: “What 
beautiful view you have here. My, isn’t it wonde 
that you can live with your daughter in the beautit j 
place and sit here and drink in all this beauty!” 

“Beauty,” said Mrs. ‘Bridge with a sour voice, “Beal 
—why I never see it. I don’t care how beautiful it 
I won’t even look at it.” i 

“Why, Mrs. Bridge, don’t you like beautiful things S 

“There are no beautiful things. I am just sitting he 
waiting to die. There is nothing for me here.” 

“You have such a nice place to live, and such a il 
daughter.” 

“Fine daughter, that is what you think. I sit here 
alone. If she was so fine she would be spending or 


ember 21, 1955 


| 
with me instead of driving off in the new car to 
her daughter.” 
on’t you have anything to be thankful for in this life, 
Bridge?” 
ankful,—whom should I thank? I have worked hard 
ughout my life. I have slaved and slaved and saved 
saved. Now all I have is to sit and stare and wait 
Fea so someone else can fight over my savings. 
t thanks could I give?” 
stor Williams read from Ps. 103, “Bless Jehovah, 
ry soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy 
e. Bless Jehovah, O my soul, and forget not all His 
fits.” After a prayer he stood up ready to leave 
ust go now, Mrs. Bridge. I hope that you will search 
> mind and find something to be grateful for.” 
x00d Bye!” said Mrs. Bridge with tight lips. 
ris is too much for one day, thought Rev. Williams. 
ive made three calls out of the twenty-three and 
ir it seems that everyone I have met has been so hard 
so indifferent. 
1 try one more. This time he went to visit an old 
whose name was Mr. Black. He had visited him 
re. The first time he did not get in, but the second 
he did gain entrance. He was gruff and outspoken. 
w let me see,” thought Pastor Williams, “What will 
y to him today? He is pretty hard.” 
s he entered his sick room, the old man raised up 
1is elbow and extended his hand to the pastor and 
_“T am sure glad to see you come back. Really the 
visit you made, I thought you were an insurance 
. When I found out you were a preacher, I let you 
3ut let me tell you. I have had a long time to think 
2 you were last here. I am afraid that God doesn’t 
t me. I find in myself that I am nothing. I’m no 
1, pastor. I have been mean and selfish, hard to get 
g with. God doesn’t want me!” 
\h, my friend,” said Pastor Williams, “You are just 
one that God can help. You are the one He wants.” 
Jle—An old sinner like me?” 


nee 
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“My friend, Jesus came to save sinners. He came to 
save you. Can you believe that?” The old man remained 
silent. It seemed as if ne was battling with an eternal 
truth, one that he wanted to claim as his own. 


Pastor Williams bowed his head and prayed that God’s 
grace would enshroud his old friend and open his eyes to 
the salvation for sinners in Christ. The old man stretched 
out his hand and took the pastor’s hand and pressing it 
firmly, said, “Thank you, pastor, because you kept com- 
ing. I am sorry I sent you away the first time. Thank 
God you came again. Now I know that I can die in 
peace with my God.” 


As Pastor Williams left this home, he thanked God. 
“Maybe the first visit or the second bring no results, but 
if you keep on going you may discover a sinner crying 
out for salvation, and Christ is there to save him.” Pas- 
tor Williams had many calls to make. But this last one 
gave him the inspiration for his Thanksgiving ser- 
mon. He resorted again to the 103rd Psalm, the one 
which old Mrs. Bridge had failed to grasp. He took it 
again and read it and said to himself, “Maybe next time 
she may grasp it as Mr. Black did.” 


That evening as he came to the church, he saw that 
the decorating committee had made the church look like 
an autumn garden. Corn stalks, pumpkins, golden grain, 
and ripened fruit were placed attractively in all parts 
of the sanctuary. It seemed as if each fruit and vege- 
table and stalk of grain radiated a message of God’s 
love and providence. 


And on Thanksgiving day, to Pastor Williams, it was 
not the aroma of roast turkey, not the table decked with 
all the goodies of the season, that gave him his greatest 
joy. Truly he appreciated these things as God’s great gifts, 
but his deepest gratitude was to know that old Mr. 
Black, the old grouch, the one who would not let him 
in the first time he called, had died in peace with his 


God. 


a 


GIVING THANKS 


By Adelyn Kirkwood 


ve a quiet time each day 

n I kneel down and pray 

sive thanks for things both large and small— 
the air I breathe, the birds that sing. 
summer, winter, fall and spring. 

beauty of the ocean in storm or calm. 
voice of a child raised in song. 

giggle of teen-agers whose joke I missed. 
joy of my little girl’s kiss. 

satisfaction of work well done. 

the beauty of the setting sun. 

the two most wonderful days of the year, 
Christmas and Easter. 


With their messages of hope and cheer. 
For churches in which to worship Thee. 
For this wonderful land of opportunity. 
For sunhsine, rain, laughter and tears 
And the knowledge that You will quiet my fears. 
For sweethearts in spring, brides in June. 
And I must not forget the honeymoon. 
For a good man’s love and tenderness. 
For our shared happiness. 

There’s no end of rhyming I could do 
When it comes to giving thanks, 

My God to You. 
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Into His Word 


A Study Of 0 Timothy 


By Norlan L. Hanson 


A Victorious Testimony From A Dying Conqueror 
Read: II Timothy 4 


‘It is from this chapter that the theme which I have 
put at the beginning of each of the studies on II Timothy 
is really taken. That he will soon be dying Paul has 
little doubt: “For I am already on the point of being 
sacrificed; the time of my departure has come,” he 
says. But his testimony is clear. His faith is victorious. 
“T have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, 
I have kept the faith.” He was waiting for the “crown 
of righteousness.” It must have been this same victori- 
ous trust which inspired Luther 1o sing: 


Tho’ devils all the world should fill, 
All watching to devour us, 

We tremble not, we fear no iil, 

They cannot overpow’r us. 

For this world’s prince may still, 
Scowl fiercely as he will, 

We need not be alarmed, 

For he is now disarmed; 

One little word o’erthrows him. 


Vv. 1-5: This is Paul’s last ‘charge.’ It is made to you 
and every Christian as it was made to Timothy “in the 
presence of God and of Christ Jesus.” It applics especial- 
ly to men who preach and to those who teach, but it 
aprlies also to every child of God. Your life is also a 
sermon. The words you speak and the deeds you per: 
form—or the words you refuse to say and the actions 
you refrain from doing—are a sermon to those around 
you. Preaching, according to Paul, includes convincing, 
rebuking, and exhorting. Phillips, in his translation, 
says: “Prove, correct and encourage.” “The time is now. 
“Be urgent in season and out of season.” Paul, who 
knows human nature and human weakness, reminds 
him to “be unfailing in patience and in teaching.” Be- 
cause the time is coming when sound teaching will not 
be accepted, the plea to “be steady” is all the more im- 
portant. In summarizing the entire paragraph he closes 
with the words: “fulfill your ministry.” In other words, 
he says, “Carry out the commission which God has given 
you to the full.” Tell the Good News of Jesus Christ 
and His salvation to all men. That is to “do the work of 


an evangelist.” ; 


Vv. 6-8: The shadows of death are falling on Paul. 
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John W. Nielsen, Edito 


Greek games to describe his work. As a warrior i 
fought ‘the fight of faith’ to the finish. As an athi 


in Christ, he is ready to receive the crown of righieou) 
ness from Christ, “the righteous judge.” You too ce 
have a crown, if yam “have loved (the Lord Jesy 
Christ’s) appearing.” 


Vv. 9-18: Do you think Paul is lonesome? Yes, 
tender request is that Timothy will do his best to co ‘ 
and visit with him. Many of his closest friends had 1 


him: a cloak, the books, and the parchments. 


Have you counted the number of persons named | : 
Paul in this letter? See if you can find 20 or 23 or 
Underline those whom Paul commends for ivea strong 
Shade lightly those who were ‘deserters,’ ‘ 
‘lovers of this world,’ or those who fell away from ih 
truth. 


Claim verse 17 for yourself, as Paul did. Althoug 
everyone may desert you and leave you, Christ wil 
always stand by to give you strength. Memorize vers 
18: “The Lord will rescue me from every evil and say 
me for his heavenly kingdom. To him be glory for eve 
and ever. Amen.” | 


Vv. 19-22: The letter closes with some fersonal gree 
ings and the repeated suggestion: “Do your best 
come before winter.” And with the words: “Grace } 
with you,” ‘the victorious testimony of a dying conqu 
or’ closes. Did Timothy see Paul alive again? We 
not know. But the letter continues to be a living wi 
ness for Christ and His love. 


You do not know what tomorrow will bring eithe 
It may be sickness and suffering; it may be ai 
tion or poverty. There may be temptations and defea 
victory or joy. But the challenge remains: “Be stror 
in the Lord!” “Be strong in faith!” “Be strong in life 
“Grace be with you!” 
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Symbols of the Church 


The Agnus Dei And Banner Of Victory 
By Paul Jersild 


prhars the greatest of all symbols used in Christian 
Ho represent the Son of God is the lamb bearing the 
mrrection banner. It symbolizes Jesus Christ as the 
b of God, sacrificed for the sin of the world, and 
triumphant over death with his resurrection on 


e symbolical title, “Lamb of God” (Latin, Agnus 
|, is of ancient origin. In the fifty-third chapter of 
are the words: 

2 was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 

ryet he opened not his mouth; 

te a lamb that is led to the slaughter 

2 nd like a sheep that before its shearers is dumb, 
50 he opened not his mouth. 

ihn the Baptist greets Jesus with the words, “Be- 
_the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
td!” (John 1:29). Mention is also made in Revela- 
9:12 of “the Lamb who was slain.” It was, of course, 


A Dream Fulfilled 


tor George J. Robertson 
¢accepted the call to be full 
Youth Director of the 
1L..C. He submitted his res- 
tion to Bethlehem Luther- 
thurch, Royal, Iowa on No- 
iber 6 and hopes to assume 
ew duties by early Feb- 


tor Robertson is no 
mger to Luther League ac- 
lies. During the past few 
he has served as youth * 
tor of our synod in a part 
capacity, and his willing- 
to dedicate himself now to the task on a full time 
; fulfills a dream long hoped for by leaguers and 
leaders alike. Many of you have already met 
at Bible Camps and Luther League Conventions, 
sall of you will be blessed through his service. 

‘stor Robertson’s boyhood home was near Luck, 
‘onsin. He was ordained in 1936 and served parish- 
: Rolfe and Callender, Iowa; Kankakee and Clifton, 
pis; and Los Angeles, California besides his present 
h. 

e Robertsons’ new home will be at Blair, Nebraska 
+e the youth office will be located. Pastor and Mrs. 
srtson have two children: Priscilla who is in junior 
school and George who is in grade school. 

ty God bless both the office and the man as our 
+n reaches its fulfillment. —J.W.N. 


Pastor Geo. J. Robertson 
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the lamb that was most commonly used in the Old 
Testament as a sacrifice for sin, and to the Christian, 
Jesus’ death on the cross is the final and complete atone- 
ment, the achievement of man’s reconciliation with God. 

The three-rayed nimbus which always surrounds the 
head is significant of divinity. : 


(Paul Jersild, the author of this sketch, is a junior 
theological student from Blair, Nebraska—Kditor.) 


They Gave Thanks 


Do you remember who expressed thanks in the follow- 
ing words? 


1. “I am not worthy of the least of all the steadfast 
love and all the faithfulness which thou hast shown to 
thy servant, for with only my staff I crossed this Jordan; 
and now I have become two companies.” 


2. “I will sing unto the Lord, for he hath triumphed 
gloriously: the horse and his rider hath he thrown into 
the sea.” 


3. “For all things come from thee, and of thy own have 
we given thee.” 


4, “I thank thee, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
that thou hast hidden these things from the wise and 
understanding and revealed them to babes.” 


5. “I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled 
me, for that he counted me faithful putting me into the 
ministry.” 


Answers: 1. Jacob 2. Moses 3. David 4. Jesus 5. Paul 
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THANKSGIVING 
By Virginia Buchweitz 


How can I tell my thankfulness, 

My heartfelt gratitude, 

My thanks for all God gives to me— 

Good health, a home, and food? 

His bounteous storehouse, brimming 
o’er 

With blessings all for me, 

And in return for all these gifts 

What do I give to Thee? 


I’ve not much time to work for Thee, 
I’m busy all day long, 
My talents? Others do much better, 
Lord, 
They have a jgift—a song, 
Although I’m grateful, really Lord 
There’s nothing I can do : 


To show my thanks for all your love 
And gifts received from you.— 


O shame on me! Such selfishness! 

There’s work to do for Thee— 

A helping hand, a cheery word— 

A witness I can be; 

So many ways to show my thanks 
If I just look around, 

And thus in doing things for Thee 
I know real joy is found. 


On this Thanksgiving Day, dear Lord, 
Anew I come to Thee, 

In pledging Thee my heart and life 
My thankfulness you’ll see. 


YFHKAAAL ALAA ALIA LAA ASL SESS SESIL SESE LSS SLEILSI ELLIE JU 


PRAISE, MY SOUL 
By Henry Francis Lyte 
Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 
To His feet they tribute bring; 
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
Who like thee His praise should sing? 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise the everlasting King! 


Fatherlike He tends and ‘spares us, 
Well our feeble frame He knows: 
In His hands He gently bears us, 
Rescues us from all our foes: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Widely as His mery flows! 


Angeis in the height adore Him, 
Who behold Him face to face; 
Sun and moon bow down before Him; 
Dwellers in all time and space: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise with us the God of grace! 


THE PLEA 


By Albert Kennedy Roswell 

Lord, let me bring a little grace 

To every dark and gloomy place; 
Let me rejoice that I can give 

Some splendor to the life I live— 
A little faith when I am tried, 

A little joy where I abide, 
A touch of friendship now and then, 

To mark my comradeship with men. 


Lord, let me bring a little mirth 
To all who share my days on earth; 
Let something I have said or done 
Remain when I have traveled on— 
To prove the man I tried to be, 
And make men glad they walked 
with me, 
A flower, a smile, a word of cheer, 


Make these my gifts from year to 
year, 


Lord, let me carry where I go 
Some little joy to all I know; 
Let there into my life be wrought 
A little faith, a little thought, 
A little mirth, a little grace 
To glorify the commonplace— 
Lord, let some little splendor shine 
To mark this earthly course of mine. 


THE VALUE OF A VISIT 
By John H. Whiteman 


Billy joined the Sunday school at 
the solicitation of a Junior playmate. 
He attended seven Sundays without a 
break. In the meantime, his teacher 
had called in the home and had become 
acquainted with the family. But the 
eighth Sunday Billy was absent, and 
no one knew why. Billy’s Sunday- 
school teacher was a_ public-school 
teacher also and a very busy woman. 
Tuesday at the close of school she took 
a streetear to the edge of town, then 
walked several blocks to the home of 
the scholar who had ‘been absent the 
previous Sunday. 

The knock at the door was answered 
by a six-year-old sister. “Is Billy in?” 
his teacher asked. 

“No,” replied the little sister, ‘he’s 
over playing with Bobby. And who are 
you?” 

“Tm Billy’s Sunday-school teacher.” 

The little girl turned and ran into 
the house calling, “Mother, Billy’s Sun- 
day-school teacher is here. Mother, 
Mother, Billy’s Sunday-school teacher 
is here!” One would have thouht the 
Queen of Sheba had arrived! 


Taat visit by a busy teacher lank 
Mary for the Primary Departme 
und the record shows that Billy did - 
miss again for several months. It \ 
good that the teacher investigated 
first absence. 

There are scholars who have bi 
absent five to ten Sundays, and no v 
yet. If the teacher and superintend 
would call in such homes, a profov 
impression would be made and schol 
would return. 

There is no substitute for the vi 

—Free Methoc 


He was a green Scottish lad and ¢ 
of his duties was to answer the te 
phone. The first time he was called 
do so, in reply to the usual query, “f 
you there?” he nodded assent. Agi 
the question came. 


When it was repeated for the fou 
time, however, the boy, losing his te 
per, roared through the transmitter 

“Man are ye blin’? I’ve been nodd 
ma heid for the last half ’oor!” 


Tommy: “What is a retainer, pa?’ 

“A retainer, my son, is the mon 
people pay us lawyers before we ¢ 
do any work.” 


“Oh, I see. It’s like these slot ¢£ 
meters. The people have to pay th 
money before they get any gas.” 


THE WORLD IS OFF TO SCHOO 


“T wonder if across the sea, 

You know a place for boys like me, 

Where there is no geography? 

And no one asks you to repeat 

The dates when kings their end ¢ 
meet, 

But dates are simply things to eat? 

And is there any country known 

Where tables do not make you gros 

But tables are for food alone? 

I wish sometimes that I could reach 

Some island, where, upon the beac! 

They speak without the parts 
speech.” 

“There are such places far away, 

In China, Africa, Malay, 

But they are fewer every day. 

For everywhere upon the map, 

The Negro and the wintry Lapp, 

The Kaffir, Indian, Arab, Jap, 

In countries hot, or cold, or cool, 

From San Francisco to Seoul— 

The world, in fact, is off to school.” 


—Maritime Bapt 
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BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

(Continued from page 7) 

e large audience which later partook of a fellowship 

er served by the women of the Missionary Society 
e church parlors. 

2 o’clock we again gathered to hear Dr. Hans Jer- 

bring a message on “God’s Fellow Workers.” 1 Cor 

verse:“For we are fellow workmen for God: you 
od’s field, God’s building.” 

reetings were read from ‘ormer pastors that had 

ed Bethany in its 60 years. Also greetings from our 

or, Mrs. Anna Edwards. Also. from our hometown 

ors. Pastor Hans Jersild brought greetings from the 

od, end Rev. Aaron Christiansen brought greetings 

erson. 

inday evening we again returned to hear Rev. Aaren 

istiansen speak, his topic being “Guided by the Un- 

igeable Christ,” Heb. 13-8: 

Jesus Christ ‘s the same yesterday, today and {or- 


2: 


DON'T LET YOUR PASTOR DOWN 
(Continued from rage 3) 
tis does not mean that the pastors have no faults. 
know they have. They are human beings, they are 
ers as well as the members of the church. Peter anc 
1 and James end Paul were also sinners, and they 
2 the first to admit it. But God gave to these sinners 
commission. Paul who more than any one else ad- 
ed h's s'n, was also the greatest of the apostolic 
chers, but Paul speaks a number of times of the 
len of false brethren, members that let him down. 


GOD’S GIFTS 


gives such gifts to his children 
at money could never buy; 
song of a bird at daybreak 
he soars through the boundless 
sky; 
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ever.” What comfort in this sermon—A changeless Christ 
n so changeable a world! When we accept the faith and 
he new life and, guided by the changeless Christ, look 
ip to Him and confess our sins to Him, then there is 
forgiveness and peace 

Miss Dorothy Thogersen rendered a beautiful harp 
solo “Jesus, Lover of My Soul.” The Senior choir also 
sang two numbers. 

Monday evening’s service was very well attended. 
Again Rev. A. Christiansen spoke, bringing a message 
on “The Gospel of Christ Is the Power of God.” 

Tuesday evening Rev. A. Christiansen again occup‘ed 
‘he pulpit. The message he brought was “A Declaration 
of Faith.” 

The senior choir sang two numbers and Rev. Chris- 
‘iansen led us in praying the Lord’s rrayer. 

These three happy d-vs fittingly celebrated our 60th 
yirthday at Bethany. making it a time o* spiritual re- 
‘reshing for pastor and congregation. 


They not only disappointed him, but they said malicious 
things about him. 

We hope we have given every reader something to 
think about. This is an important problem. Do you want 
the kingdom of God to go forward in your midst? What 
are you doing? Doing to yourself, doing to others and do- 
ing to your pastor? Pray first of all that God may forgive 
any harmful attitude in your heart. Prey with David: 
“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 
spirit within me... Then will I teach transgressors thy 
ways, and sinners shall be converted unto thee.” 
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LUTHER 


By Rudolf Thiel 


wel from the starry heavens, 
sunset at close of day, 

silvery shimmer of moonbeams 

; on the waters they play; 

ts full of joy and gladness, 

uls full of faith and cheer, 

. to brighten life’s pathway, 

id trust that destroys all fear; 

I pray that the Lord forgive me 
1en the beauty I fail to see, 

n my heart grows old and forget- 
fui 

the joys he has sent to me; 

n faith has been turned to doubt- 
nig, 

d love and trust grown cold, 

I see and perceive the wonders 
his gifts more precious than gold. 


—Church Management 


GUYER AND HANSEN 
LOANS 
SURANCE — REAL ESTATE 


Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 
Blair, Nebraska 


vie Guver P. V. Hansen 
Sa EI EDEL OLS IOI OLD NL LEE LOA TES, 


THE CROSS ano THE EAGLE 


By Julius Berstl 


An intimate and colorful picture 
of Paul, champion of the Christian 
faith, and his fight against the 
Roman frame of mind.typified by 
the Emperor Nero. By the author 
of The Tentmaker. $3.50 


HIGH IS THE WALL 


By Ruth Muirhead Berry 


An excellent novel based on one of 
the more recurring social prob- 
lems—an interfaith marriage 
between a Protestant girl strug- 
gling to fulfill her antenuptial 
promises and a Catholic boy who 
also finds more problems than he 
anticipated. An exceptionally fair 
and unbiased treatment of this 
difficult situation. $3.50 


BIBLE PLAYS 


Christmas- Miracles 
By Charles J. Ax 


A collection of 8, entertain- 
ing, instructive, easy-to- 
produce plays, suitable for 
amateurs or professionals. 
Minimur of costuming and 
stage setting required. For 
all age groups. 75¢ 


at all bookstores 


MUHLENBERG. 
PRESS © Philadelphia 


A startling and unique biography 
of Luther that tears away the 
legendary additions of the cen- 
turies and presents the real Luther 
and the faith that shattered the 
Middle Ages. $5.00 


A Basic History of 


LUTHERANISM in AMERICA 
By Abdel Ross Wentz 


A striking presentation of the 
historical facts surrounding the 
Lutheran Church and its people 
in America. An enlarged revision 
of Dr. Wentz’s earlier work in 
this field. $5.00 


ETHICS OF DECISION 


By George W. Forell 


A clear, deep look into the 
Christian life. Is man free to choose 
the good life? Is he really captain 
of his soul? Is it instinct, oppor- 
tunity or history—or Christian 
faith which helps him make his 
decisions? Find the answers in 
this important book. $2.50 


FOR TODAY 
By D. T. Niles 


A new book of daily devotions. 
FOR TODAY is a helpful series 
of daily Bible studies for the whole 
year. Reveals Jesus in the context 
of the whole Bible and in the 
historical perspective of man’s 
religious experience. $2.00 
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** Callender, Ia., ‘in memory of Laura Mortensen. The words Mr and Mr-. are omit‘e! jo saye =pace. ‘Friends of the Slifer Com 
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Klocter, Bonde Nielsen and Jurgen Raver each $5, Grandchildren $6, Nazareth Luth. Chuich $10, J. R. Kloster fami_y $10, Chris Tole 
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Audubon, Ja., Mr. and Mrs. Harry Rasmussen 5.00 | 
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ad, Calif, friends‘in memory of: 

“Adee a a i cea y Christine Mortensen of 
m, Ia., Mr. and Mrs, 
urch 


for Dr. Winther, Japan. | 
amb; ‘Sr; from the Chile .4... 
{ 


| 
ve Sudan Mis-ion: the Ladies Aid $300 the Danish Sudar 
: : ‘ ‘ ; Janish Sudan 
Circle $40, the Oaks Circle $50, the English Sudan Circle | 
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Callender, la., in memory of Laura Mortensen. Th i 

Call ; ory © sen. e words Mr. and Mrs. are omitted to save space. Rey. and Mrs. H. P. K. Hansen, 

else, ae eet eae and SS Hansen, Temple City. Calif., Joe, Greene and Kaven, Detrot, Mch. Mildar Hanven and family, 

Pe se Te ae aston, LaVerne Robert-on and family. Em'] Hansen and familv. Merrill Abbott, all of Fort Dodge, Ia., M:'ss Nel- 
son, Gowrie, Ia., John Barkley and family, Lehigh, Ia. $17.00 for the Japan Mission. 


2d with thanks. 


Blair, Nebr., Nov. 12, 1955. 


H. J. Hansen, Treas. 
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S AND NOTES 
inued from page 2) 


ecture of white stucco and red 
lends with the Spanish motifs 
all over California. We read of 
rille, ° North Dakota, another 
stead colony, written by one of 
jioneers. (I wonder how many 
in the United States have Dan- 
ames, or have “Denmark” as 
name? Each year I discover new 
And there is an article relating 
ark with, of all places, Japan, 
ully done by J.M.T. Winther. 


homeland is not neglected, how- 
Six pieces deal with Denmark 
‘hristmas, including the fetching 
by Johannes Knudsen, “Home 
ristmas.” Bishop Fuglsang-Diam- 
is another of the illustrious authors 
ented in these 174 pages. August 
is here with a simple, stirring 
about life’s perplexities, plus one 
Enok Mortensen, historian, tells 
ls Thomsen, pastor, in an article 
the first minister in the Danish 
h in America. J. Christian Bay 
Nskild Hauglund have pieces to 
‘or, and the editor, Dr. Paul Ny- 
writes entertainingly himself, in 
1 contributions that any editor 
have difficulty refusing. There 
interesting interview with Victor 
that mad keyboard comic, and a 
xr of noteworthy photographs. (I 
jterested to see, however, that 
last year’s features, color photo- 
, has been omitted. This exces- 
expensive process was unneéces- 
nd not too successful. This year’s 
till manages to be colorful.) 


A handy ministerial directory is in- 
cluded, with names,. birthdays and 
ordination dates of all ministers of the 
two Syneds of Danish background. 
And one section compiles, as formerly, 
historical bits of information about 
Danish churches in America, notes the 
deaths of workers in the Synods and 
pictures new buildings in various 
congregations. There are two articles in 
English, but friends and relations in 
Denmark will welcome DANSK 
NYTAAR.1956 as a Christmas gift. This 
is a. good; annual. I hore it gets the 
wide circulation it deserves. V.N. 

—Lutheran Tidings. 


How Not to Make a Region 
‘God-Fearing’ 

The industrial communities of Gary, 
Highland, Hammond, East Chicago and 
Whiting, on the Indiana edge of Chica- 
go, have been stirred to a high pitch 
of excitement by the sudden, unan- 
nounced erection of giant crucifixes in 
public parks in the first two, with 
statements from officers of the Knights 
of Columbus that similar crucifixes 
would be vlaced in parks in the others. 
William Schulte, chairman of the Cath- 
olic Action committee of the K. of C. 
group, is quoted by the Chicago Trib- 
une as saying that the purpose is to re- 
mind motorists who may see the cruci- 
fixes “of importance of religion in 
everyday life and to make Lake county 
(Indiana) the most God-fearing area in 
the midwest.” It would be hard to 
think of a method less likely to pro- 
duce the result Mr. Schulte says ihe K. 
of C. seeks. Instead, the towns invclved 
are seething. Tension has reached a 
point where, a friend tells us, there is 


widesrread name-calling, reckless toss- 
ing about of ugly charges, and swift 
growth of a you-pull-the-dad-blasted- 
thing-down-or-we’ll-blow-it-to-kingdom 
-come state of mind, with replies in 
kind. If the K. of C. had erected its 
crucifixes, which it says are war merm- 
orials, on private property, there 
would have been no trouble. Or if it 
had given advance notice, so that pub- 
lic discussion could decide on the pro- 
priety of such a monument in a pub- 
lic park, the matter would have been 
amicably settled. Instead, the Highland 
community was confronted with a cru- 
cifix already placed, with tne town- 
ship trustee who had given tne permit 
“out of town” until the day of dedica- 
tion. By that time the Catholic church 
authorities must have suspected that 


- the excitement was doing their church 


no good, for first the field mass which 
had been announced as a feature of 
the dedication exercises was canceled, 
and then the auxiliary bishop of Fort 
Wayne, who was to have been the 
speaker, discovered pressing duties 
elsewhere. Many Catholic clergy in the 
five towns deeply regret the trouble 
which the K. of C. has precipitated. 
Perhaps they can find a way to reme- 
dy it without leaving too many wounds. 
But it illustrates again, ona small scale, 
how the eagerness of some Catholics 
to “score” for their church, in com- 
munities where the population is heavi- 
ly Catholic, can defeat their own ends. 
The Protestant minority in this Indiana 
region is probably a more self-consci- 
ously Protestant minority than ever 
before, and the intentions of the Cathc- 
lic majority are under heavier suspi- 
cion. 


“Bible Verse” Christmas Assortment | [  sos2sc 


: ioe tS ; Stories From: Everyday 
of ate 


Ten shortl stories in the 
Danish language by Mrs. 
Agnes Ringsborg of White 
Marsh, Maryland. Told in 
crisp, lively style and of 
widely varying content 
Scenes from Denmark and 
America. Will be of special 
interest to older people. A 
small gift sure to be appre- 
ciated by one who reads 
Danish. 
60c each, plus 5c postage 


1956 
DANSK NYTAAR 


No. 5519 


Edited by Paul C. Nyholm 

Twenty-one Christmas cards with Bible Verses that keep “Christ in geting ae ie ee; this oa 
Christmas” and that feature embossing and gold overprinting. Most of the | come Christmas gift. It is richly illustrate 
° ses . : : ight messages and Bible contains a wealth of varied, entertaini 
designs have deeply religious motifs with just the righ g formative “Andinspirseral eet een 
Verses. mong the contributors to this year’s editi 
: Axel H. Andersen, August L. Bangs, N 
: £ 5 A C. Bansen, J. Christian Bay, A. Farstru 

Something new! The top 6 cards in the box have envelopes with reli- Fuglsang-Dampaard,. PS. Guiding 
gious scenes printed on the inside of the flaps. The Sallman “Head of Christ” Teens Aga Helledi, ae Knaca 
. ; A a Poe vist, no ortensen, Jens yholm, — 
picture is reproduced on the box cover in rich warm colors of the original Ringsborg,-- Georg « Strandvoll aheue aan 
painting. The interior of the box is in a Christmas green. . Svend Waendelin and J. M. T. Winther, 
are Christmas stories, memories of pioneer 
‘ . interesting interviews with Lis Hartel ane 
Do as so many are doing: use only Bible Verse Christmas cards. They | to: Borge, notes about many other Daf 
; 5 U.S.A. and Canada, a birthday calenda 
are Christ-honoring cards. pastors in the A.E.L.C. and the U-E.L.C., 

One dollar per.copy, postpaid 


VERY FINE VALUE—PRICE $1.00 2 9KHIEAEIAAIRARAREOHEGGCH 
Add 20c postage for first box. 


Add 5c postage for each additional box. 


Lutheran Publishine House 
‘00 S. Fifth Street 
Rlair, Nebraska 


Please send me the following: 
—Dansk Nytaar 


—~Boxes of Christmas Cards 


—Fortellinger fra Hverdagslivet 
enclose $——_ C.0.D.—_—s-— Charge— 
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